A MEDIA GUIDE
FOR SCIENTISTS

BEFORE
THE INTERVIEW

DURING
THE INTERVIEW













68%

noted that an editor
would write the headline
for their piece.




Follow-up and
fact-checking after
the interview

Be available to fact-checkers, research assistants, or

the journalist, who may want to double check quotes
and information with you

If you feel that you made a mistake in the interview or

misspoke, contact the journalist—factual mistakes
need to be corrected:; but if you feel you didn't like what
you said, it is up to the journalist to decide if that will
be changed or corrected

After publication

Let the journalist know if there is a factual mistake—if

that doesn't work you can go to the editor

Let the journalist know if there is a follow-up in the
study or new findings—s/he might want to write about
it again

507

of journalists noted that
research assistants,
copy-editors or fact-checkers
at a publication do the
fact-checking.




667

of journalists would always
or most of the time let a scientist
know if the focus or tone of
the story changes while they
are writing or editing.

What not to expect after
the interview

Seeing the whole piece before publication

Being quoted in the piece—sometimes quotes are cut
at the last minute or if the story changes direction

4%

of journalists want to hear
from sources if they
think they were misquoted
or misrepresented, or if they
think there is a factual
error in the story.







Q2%

of journalists responded that
they are always open to

scientists calling them if they
have more information.







