A MEDIA GUIDE
FOR SCIENTISTS

DURING
THE INTERVIEW

AFTER
THE INTERVIEW













94%

of journalists always or most of
the time read the articles or
review the scientist’s research
before contacting them
for aninterview.

What to do when
you are contacted
by ajournalist

Respond to the inquiry in a timely fashion

Ask what topics will be covered

Ask for sample questions

Ask who the audience is

Ask what the deadline is

Ask how long the interview will be

Ask if the story is broadcast, news, fea-

ture, or a policy piece

Schedule your interview in a quiet place

Look up the reporter and read their
previous pieces

Look up the journalist's publication

Whatnotto do
when you are contacted
by ajournalist

Don't assume that the journalist is an expert in the field

Don't be offended if you don't receive sample questions

before the interview
Don't read from prepared responses

Don't assume that simple questions imply
misunderstanding




Asyou prepare
for your interview,
keep in mind

Journalists are looking for a story—details and
backstories are good

You are always on the record—unless you
explicitly ask to be taken off the record before
saying something

Not all journalists are the same—if you had a bad

experience with one, don't punish all journalists

957

of journalists report that
they always or most of
the time explain to scientists
what the story they are
working on is about.

[t youare interviewed
about a specific topic
or paper

Jot down three to five main points you want to
get across in the interview

Have examples and stories relevant to your points

If your main points don't come up during the
interview, be sure to mention them




Be engaged throughout
the interview

Turn off your email and phone

Stay away from jargon and technical details, unless
asked for these details

If you don't understand a question, ask for clarification

Respond to every question, especially the simple

ones—journalists need explanations in your own words

Remember that you can always be quoted!

327

of journalists said that they
always or most of the time
already had the angle in
mind when preparing for
an interview.







